Bearing Witness: one with the grief of the world

The grief that accompanies our own experiences of deep loss and trauma places us in
intimate communion with the grief of the world. We find ourselves in heart-felt
communion with all those communities who are suffering unbearable loss—the
people of Ukraine, Afghanistan, Haiti, people on our southern border, those suffering
the threat of climate change, starvation, the Covid 19 pandemic—and more.

We find ourselves united in a sacred space of communal grief with a grieving world.
And we are invited through contemplation and dialogue to bear witness, to feel the
full weight of this global reality that is also very personal.

—Margie Thompson, SSJ
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I know how long

you have been waiting

for your story to take

a different turn,

It is poignant that a time of grief, confusion and loss also has the potential to open our
hearts to one another and the world in healing ways. Coming together, simply

how far you have gone spending time together, holding sacred space with one another is a counter-

in search of what will mend you movement to all the forces of hatred, violence and domination in our world right now.
and make you whole. Coming together in shared heart-space is healing and transformative for us and for the

world.
| bear no remedy,

no cure, no miracle

for the easing of your pain
but | know the medicine
that lives in a story

that has been broken open.

Here —in and as the living body of Christ, we find our power to love without
boundaries. Here - as we participate in the healing love of Jesus, there is no distance
between us and no one is lost. Here — in the human miracle of communion we actually
do raise the powers of Love upward as we create the Beloved Community by our
thoughts, words and actions. Right now. Today.

I know the healing that comes

in ceasing to hide ourselves away
with fingers clutched

around the fragments

we think are none but ours.
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